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Chapter 8

Multiage Social Studies

Eileen Englund and Julie Croymans

5th Grade Social Studies Content Standards
1. relate factors of colonial America that led to the founding of the colonies, emphasizing the reasons for settling in the colonies, including escape from religious persecution, release from prison, economic opportunity, and adventure; and contrasts of the colonial regions (New England, mid-Atlantic, and South) in regard to geography, economy, and culture. 
2. describe the political and economic relationship between the colonies and England; and conflicts between the colonies and England that led to the American Revolution. 

3. compare influential people and events in the American Revolution, such as King George, Lord Cornwallis, John Adams, Samuel Adams, Paul Revere, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Patrick Henry. 

4. describe military strategies which resulted in the defeat of the British. 

5. identify the steps in the formation of the new government in terms of British and Colonial belief in representative government as demonstrated in the Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, the Mayflower Compact, and the Articles of Confederation; the philosophy of government expressed in the Declaration of Independence; the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights; and the separation of powers in the federal government and the powers reserved for states. 
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Lesson 1
pages 289-293

Day 1

Ask class what they already know about the Declaration of Independence and the American Revolution. (288)

Discuss pictures and captions throughout this lesson before reading.   Read as a class and discuss as you go.  Assign Vocab. sheet. and Activity sheet 50.

At War with the Homeland

Chapter 8 Lesson 1

Name _____________________________

1. olive branch

2. Continental 

3. mercenary

4. enlist

1. Why did colonial leaders call a second meeting of the Continental Congress?

2. What was the Continental army like when Washington took charge?

3. How was the British army different from the army trained by General Washington?

4. What actions did the Second Continental Congress take?

5.What gave the British army an advantage over the Continental army as the war began?

5. What do you think might have happened if the British king had accepted the Olive Branch Petition?

Day 2

Finish work from yesterday.

Read page 294 in class.

Activity sheet 51.

Day 3

The Decision for Independence

Lesson 2

Read pages 295-299 and do sheet as the go along. Assign Activity sheet 52.

The Decision for Independence 

Lesson 2

Name ______________________________

1. revolution

2. independence

3. allegiance

4. declaration

5. grievance

1. Why did Congress wait before voting on independence?

2. What did Jefferson describe in the longest part of the Declaration of Independence?

3. What was the purpose of each part of the Declaration of Independence?

4. Why was it important for colonial leadrs to explain their decision to break free from British rule?

5. Why do you think that Thomas Jefferson was asked to write the Declaration of Independence?
Day 4

Discuss and review from lessons 1 and 2.  Correct sheets and put in binder.

Page 300. Discuss Activity sheet 53.  Internet sites:

http://www.harcourtschool.com/
http://www.nga.gov/   (National Gallery of Art)

Day 5

Americans Take Sides

Lesson 3

Read pages 301-305  vocabulary sheet and Activity Book 54.

Americans Take Sides

Lesson 3

Name __________________________________

1. neutral

2. pacifist

3. movement

4. encroach

5. regiment

1. How did some people’s religious beliefs affect the way they felt about independence?

2. How did women on both sides take part in the Revolution?

3. What promise caused some enslaved Africans to take sides?

4. Why was the American Revolution as much a civil was as it ws a war with Britain?

5. How did people’s experiences affect their decision to take side in the American Revolution?

Day 6

Review Lesson 3 Correct sheets and add to binder.

Lesson 4

Learn History through Literature—read and discuss—Activity sheet

Web Sites:

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/revolutionary_war/american_revolution.htm
http://www.history.org/History/teaching/revolution/a1.html
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/E/teaparty/bostonxx.htm
http://www.apocalypse.org/pub/u/gilly/Schoolhouse_Rock/HTML/history/shot.html
http://www.fcps.k12.va.us/DeerParkES/kids/amrev/Revereride/
Day 7

Lesson 5

Victory and Independence

Discuss map, pictures and captions

Read 310-317. Activity sheet 56.


Victory and Independence

Lesson 5
Name ____________________________________

1. siege





2. treaty

3. negotiate

1. Why did the French decide to help the Patriots in their war for independence?

2. Name five Patriot military leaders other than General Washington?

3. How did the French help the Americans win the Battle of Youktown?

4. What were the effects of the Treaty of Paris?

5. How did the colonist meet the challenges of their war for independence?

6. Why do you think the colonists did not give up when it looked as if they would not win the war?

Day 8

Review all vocabulary words.

Assign page 319  1-18.

Trade Books If you were there in 1776

Day 9

Scan pictures off pages 322-323.

Kids can choose a picture and write or do a project about it.

“Your task:


to build a better world,” God said.


I answered, “How?


The world is such a large place, 


so complicated now;


And, I so small and useless am, 


there’s nothing I can do.”


But God, in all His wisdom, said,


“Just build a better you.”


Author Unknown











Congratulations on your “recent remodel.” You have made the world of your students a better place. You can be proud of that.





Very sincerely,











